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By Pete Bannan
pbannan@21st-centuryme-
dia.com

With the increasing num-
ber of positive COVID-19 
tests in Delaware County, a 
number of school districts 
are again looking to require 
students and staff to wear 
masks when classes resume 
this fall.

At a special board meet-
ing of the Wallingford-
Swarthmore School District 
Monday evening the board 
revised its health and safety 
plan calling for masks this 
coming fall.

New Superintendent Dr. 
Wagner Marseille updated 
the board on the plan. He 
noted that Delaware County 
has moved from moderate 
spread to substance spread 
this past week and the pos-
itivity and hospitalizations 
rates are both rising. Posi-
tivity rates of testing have 
gone from just over 1 per-
cent to above 3 percent in 
the past four weeks, while 
cases has gone from the sin-
gle digits to more than 40 
per day over the same time.

“I do believe that there 
needs to be additional lay-
ers of mitigation,” said 
Marseille. “Two of the sig-
nificant areas are the use 
of masks and physical dis-
tancing.”

As of Aug. 16 individuals 

who are not vaccinated and 
under 12 years old are re-
quired to wear a mask in-
doors. This would mean 
all students in grades K-5 
would return to school with 
masks.

A federal mandate re-
quires everyone on district 
transportation to wear a 
mask. The district will also 
enact 3-foot social distanc-
ing again this year. They 
will also work to improve 
airflow in buildings.

Marseille said they be-
lieve data from June shows 
that more than 51 percent of 
students eligible have been 
vaccinated.

“Maybe those numbers 
have gone up. We don’t have 
that information,” Marseille 
said.

Board members asked if 
the district has the author-
ity to require vaccinations. 
Officials said they do not 
appear to at this time but 
some districts are moving 
in that direction.

Board member Wendy 
Voet offered an amendment 
to the plan that would trig-
ger indoor universal mask-
ing for all students and 
staff, including those vacci-
nated, in all district build-
ings including the middle 
and high school if the pos-
itivity rate rises above 50 
cases per 100,000 over a 
seven-day period. It would 

be lifted if the rates fell over 
a two week period.

Voet noted that this re-
quirement could reduce the 
number of students forced 
to quarantine out of school 
as masking reduces the 
spread.

“We want policies that 
help keep kids in school, I 
do think that masks when 
rates are higher can help 
keep kids in school, sort 
of a risk based approach,” 
said board President David 
Grande. “At some point we 
will have to move past these 
some of these measures, I 
don’t think we are there 
yet, we might get there soon 
when it comes to broader el-
igibility for vaccines.”

Officials were frustrated 
with the Aug. 1 end of Ches-
ter County Department of 
Health’s assistance to Del-
aware County, which took 
away the ability to see cases 
in the local community. The 
positivity rate is only on a 
county level.

In public comments the 
views were split on mask re-
quirements.

The first speaker was im-
passioned voicing her dis-
pleasure at having children 
wear masks when school re-
opens. She pointed out stu-
dents have been together 
during the summer on 
fields, in the weight room, 
and the gymnasium with-

out masks and without any 
spread of the illness.

The speaker went 
through 15 points against 
masks and continued to 
speak after the allotted 
three minutes ended. After 
refusing the boards’ request 
to end her comments, they 
cut her microphone. When 
she did not stop speaking 
they went into recess.

Returning a few minutes 
later, board Vice President 
Kelly Wachtman reminded 
those speaking of the re-
quirement of the three-min-
ute public comment limit.

One woman, a pediatri-
cian, said everyone agrees 
that kids need to go back to 
school but that COVID-19 
is not behind us and the 
delta variant has changed 
the game as those vacci-
nated can transmit the vi-
rus as easily as those unvac-
cinated.

One parent said, “No one 
can tell me what I can and 
can’t do with my child.” 
He said he would take his 
children out of the district 
schools which would hit the 
district in the wallet.

One speaker said he was 
not anti-mask but ques-
tioned why younger stu-
dents are being required 
to wear them. He said he 
fully supports those who 
want to wear masks but stu-
dents should have the right 
to choose not to wear them.

A man said making 
masks is not a personal 
choice because when only 
some people wear them that 
destroys the effectiveness.

“Freedom doesn’t mean 
you can do whatever you 
please, it means you share a 
variety of rights with every-
one else,” he said. “If there 
is a chance of spreading a 
disease to others you have 

a responsibility to protect 
their right not to get sick.”

One speaker questioned 
the safety of both masks 
and vaccines and said the 
pandemic is causing more 
mental health issues. She 
said her child will be show-
ing up on the first day of 
sixth grade without a mask. 
The board again shut her 
microphone off after she 
went overtime.

One man who said he 
was a scientist said data 
can be changed to fit a nar-
rative and said children are 
not being hurt by the virus.

One woman called masks 
a “show” and said if masks 
are required she will home 
school her children instead.

One parent noted it has 
been a terribly traumatiz-
ing time for everyone. She 
also said as a pediatrician 
in palliative care, she has 
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Mask wearing returns to 
some schools as county 
COVID rates increase

VIDEO CLIP YOUTUBE

One parent and her daughter spoke out against the masks at the Wallingford-Swarthmore 
School Board meeting Monday evening.
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ral peers.
Forgotten Cats is always 

looking for volunteers at 
clinic locations in Trainer, 
Willow Grove and Sussex 
County, Del., to assist the 
veterinarians who run the 
clinics twice a week. Volun-
teers need little or no expe-
rience, only a willingness to 
help, Cross said. New volun-
teers will be trained and they 
learn quickly from others at 
the clinic.

Neal Ann Stephens of Ar-
den, Del., is a volunteer at the 
Trainer clinic. She began vol-
unteering five years ago af-
ter she retired from her job in 
the theatre program at Uni-
versity of Delaware and ad-
opted a kitten from Forgot-
ten Cats.

“I just thought it was a fun 
thing to do after retiring,” 
Stephens, who now owns 
five kittens, said. “We do re-
ally good work here, helping 
to solve the problem of home-
less cats roaming the streets. 
We give the cats that we res-
cue the opportunity to live 
healthy and good lives.”

Clinic volunteers assist in 
the medical care of feral, stray 
and pet cats, giving flea treat-
ments if needed, helping with 
intake, surgery prep, and re-
covery, as well as assisting vet-
erinarians as vet techs. On a 

recent weekday, the vets ster-
ilized 100 cats in a day’s work. 
In addition to sterilizing cats, 
the vets treat a wide variety of 
issues, including enucleations 
and amputations. Rarely, the 
vets decide to transport a cat 
to a specialist, at a specialty 
vet hospital, but most times 
the cats’ afflictions are han-
dled on site.

After cats are nursed back 
to good health or sent to live 
in foster homes, they are kept 
in one of Forgotten Cats’ three 
shelter locations at Trainer, 
Willow Grove and Sussex 
County. Shelter volunteers 
are always needed to care for 
the cats as they await adop-
tion or release back to their 
colony. Volunteers are asked 
to commit to one day for two 
to three hours, to cuddle and 
play with the cats, as well as 
assist with laundry, dishes, 
and cage/carrier sanitization 
whenever possible.

In addition to its need for 
trappers, clinic assistants, 
and shelter helpers, Forgot-
ten Cats offers a variety of 
other volunteer opportunities. 
Volunteers must be 18-years-
old to work independently at 
Forgotten Cat’s clinics, shel-
ters and adoption centers. 
However, if accompanied by 
a parent or guardian, volun-
teers with a belief in Forgot-
ten Cats’ mission, can be as 
young as 15 to work at the 
shelters and clinics, and as 
young as 12 at their adop-
tion centers.

With ten off-site adop-
tion centers, Forgotten Cats’ 
dedicated volunteers pre-
pare the cats brought into 
them for adoption and en-
sure they go to loving, for-
ever homes. Adoption Cen-

ters can be found at various 
off-site locations places, but 
locally they’re located inside 
PetSmart in Brookhaven, 
Glen Mills, Christiana, Lev-
ittown Town Center, Bran-
dywine Town Center, Jen-
kintown and King of Prus-
sia, as well as Petco in 
Pottstown and Pet Supplies 
Plus in West Chester. Volun-
teers are always needed to 
spend a few hours a week 
to help adoptable cats find 
their forever homes by over-
seeing their interaction with 
potential adopters and mak-
ing sure the cats are fed and 
have a clean environment 
at the site. Last year alone, 
Forgotten Pets adopted out 
2,200 cats.

For people who believe in 
the cause, but don’t want to 
leave their homes, Forgot-
ten Cats needs volunteers 
to help with administration 
duties. Administration vol-
unteers can perform a va-
riety of tasks such as adop-
tion processing, data entry, 
phone receptionists, graphic 
design, fundraising, and 
more. All volunteer time 
commitments and specific 

position descriptions are 
available on Forgotten Cats’ 
website.

Forgotten Cats depends on 
its volunteers to help fulfill 
its mission to humanely re-
duce the homeless cat pop-
ulation and to stop the suf-
fering of the thousands of 
kittens born to abandoned, 
homeless cats. The organi-
zation receives no govern-
ment funding, and depends 
solely on private donations, 
grants, fundraising events, 
and bequests. The organiza-
tion charges adoption fees to 
help defray some of the costs. 
Donations help to provide 
safe shelter, spay and neuter 
services and medical care to 
abandoned and feral cats.

“Without our dedicated 
volunteers, and generous 
help from the community, 
we would not be able to ac-
complish our mission,” Cross 
said.

In addition to accepting 
monetary donations, Forgot-
ten Cats accepts consumable 
donations of litter, dry and 
wet cat food, bleach, laun-
dry detergent, clean sheets 
and towels. The organiza-

tion posts a wish list for Am-
azon and Chewy.com.

In the past, grants have 
helped Forgotten Cats erad-
icate feral cat epidemics in 
New Castle County, Del., 
Claymont, Del., Coatesville 
and other places. Cross said 
they work continuously on 
the widespread problem of 
feral and stray cats in Ches-
ter and Philadelphia.

“What sets us apart from 
other organizations is that 
we not only sterilize the 
cats who come to us, but we 
do whatever it takes to get 
them healthy and into for-
ever homes, to give them a 
good life,” Cross said.

Those interested in fos-
tering can apply at forgot-
tencats.org/foster-a-cat. Ap-
plicants are screened.

Those interested in volun-
teering, can fill out a form 
online at https://forgotten-
cats.org/services/volun-
teer or call 215-219-8148. 
Those interested in adopt-
ing, volunteering, donat-
ing or with other questions 
can visit forgottencats.org 
or email info@forgotten-
cats.org.
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seen children die of the vi-
rus and that masks are a 
prevention tactic such as 
seatbelts.

One man said life in-
volves risks and everything 
has risks. He said the risks 
to children is minimal and 
masks were going over-
board.

One parent said she 
doesn’t care what other 
parents will be doing about 
masking their children; she 
will mask her child and be-
lieves the teachers should 
also be wearing masks 
while they are in front of 
her children.

The board approved the 
health and safety plan as 
well as the amendment re-
quiring full masking in all 
buildings. An additional 
amendment will require 

all sixth grade students to 
wear masks even if they are 
vaccinated when the rest 
of their school must wear 
a mask.

The entire board meet-
ing is viewable on the dis-
trict YouTube channel.

In the Upper Darby 
School District all staff and 
students will be required to 
mask while indoors when 
school opens on Aug. 30.

“We are requiring mask-
ing throughout the District 
from time to time in order 
to keep our schools open, 
reduce the potential for 
student and staff isolation, 
and to prevent the spread 
of the virus,” said a mes-
sage on the district web-
site. “The district will not 
be requiring masking dur-
ing outdoor athletic compe-
titions. When the district/
county moves out of sub-
stantial for at least 14 days, 
we will continue to require 
masking of students ages 11 

and under and recommend 
masking of eligible unvac-
cinated individuals.”

Rose Tree Media School 
Superintendent Dr. Elea-
nor Dimarion-Linnen said 
her district is following 
the standard that under 
substantial to high com-
munity transmission, they 
are masking all students 
and staff K-12 indoors in 
all school buildings.

Under moderate to low, 
masking is optional in Rose 
Tree’s 7th-12th grades and 
masking is required for all 
K-6th grade students and 
staff until vaccination im-
plementation for the 5- 11 
year old age group occurs.

Rose Tree Media will 
meet by December 2021 to 
review the status of vacci-
nation for this age group 
as well as county transmis-
sion levels, the Superinten-
dent said.

On Tuesday Haverford 
School District Superinten-

dent Maureen Reusche sent 
a letter to parents advising 
parents with the county 
back in the substantial 
level of spread, the district 
will now require masks to 
be worn indoors.

Reusche said the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
recommends universal in-
door masking for all teach-
ers, staff, students, and vis-
itors to K-12 schools, re-
gardless of vaccination 
status. She also said the 
state Department of Health 
and the state Department 
of Education recommend 
that people in areas with 
substantial or high CO-
VID-19 transmission re-
sume masking indoors in 
public areas regardless of 
vaccination status.

In Chester Upland, the 
district is working to make 
vaccines available for all 
students with a number 
of clinics throughout the 
month.
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A cat reaches her paw 
through the cage, hoping 
for human interaction, at 
the Forgotten Cats shelter 
in Trainer. Volunteers at the 
shelter explained that the 
3-month-old cat would be 
having babies in about two 
more months if she hadn’t 
been spayed. 
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