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CHESTER>> Tyra Starr, city native and R&B singer, cele-
brates the launch of her first book “ChasingMy Dreams
with Stilettos On: Positive Affirmations for Girls on the
Go,” with an event 7-11 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, at the Social
Lounge, 535 Avenue of the States (please use rear en-
trance).Admission is $40 and includes an autographed
copy of the book, entertainment, light refreshments and
more. For information, email tyrastarr1@gmail.com or
follow Starr on Facebook and Instagram.
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Chester native Tyra
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UPPER DARBY >> The Upper
Darby School Board was not
flexibleTuesdaynightonastate
programthatwillallowschools
to have instructional days out-
side of their brick-and-mortar
buildings if the circumstances
require it.
Theboard rejectedat its ed-

ucationandpupilservicescom-
mittee meeting to submit an
application to the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Education
for acceptance into the Flexi-
bleInstructionalDayProgram,
anewplanbuilt into thestate’s
school code this year foruseby
public schools, “as analternate
approachtodelivering instruc-
tion if a circumstance arises
that prevents instruction in
customarymanner,”perthede-
partment’s website. Days used
in this program count toward
themandated180instructional

daysper school year.
The department lists haz-

ardous weather, law enforce-
ment emergencyandadisease
epidemicasoneofanumberof
circumstancesthatmeritaflex-
ible instructionalday.Nomore
thanfivesuchdaysmaybeused
per school year.
Foraschooldistrictof12,500

students, therewasalotof“un-
knowns,” according to district
Director of Curriculum Chris-
tine Kelley regarding the im-
plementation of the program.
Beyondthat, thedistrictwould
stillberesponsibleforhandling
healthservices forstudents, in-
struction to special education
students and keeping track of
attendance on those days. As-
sistantSuperintendentEdMar-
shaleck said there would need
to be individualized education
program meetings for 2,500
students to accommodate in-
structionon suchdays.
Concerns of accessibility

across the district to an online
learning platform and access
to speechandphysical therapy
were other talking points on
thematter (specifics about ac-
commodatinganyoneof these
pointswas not thoroughly dis-
cussed).
Creating a small-scale pilot

program in thedistrict didnot
have support either. Theboard
did hear about seven of the
state’s 500 districts who did a
program, but there was no re-
portforthemtoreferencetosee
about the effects.
A Pennsylvania Depart-

ment of Education spokes-
man said 19 school districts
and one career and technical
center have applied to the de-
partment as of early Wednes-
day afternoon, none fromDel-
aware County. The school dis-
tricts of Carlisle, Central York,
ElizabethForward,SenecaVal-
leyandEvergreenCommunity
CharterSchoolhaveallusedat

least one flexible day when pi-
loting the program in their re-
spective schools. Only Ever-
green has submitted an appli-
cation so far.
The FID program was pre-

sented to the board Tuesday
shouldithaveadesiretofilean
applicationfortheprogrambe-
fore the Sept. 1 deadline. A res-
olution must then be passed
by a district’s school board by
Sept.30andsenttoPDE,which
willapproveordenyadistrict’s
application no later than Nov.
1. According to PDE, districts
who are approved for the pro-
gram are good for three years
andmay renewafter that.
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CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYS
SEPTEMBER 6Th & 7Th

BALLOON ARTIST - FRIDAY 6-8PM
FACE PAINTING - SATURDAY 11-1PM
COME SEE ELMO - SATURDAY 2-4PM

Free Financing

CARPETFAIRInC.COM
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